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The Relation, of the University to the Academy.
BY

WM. H. KABUK.

DURING a recent attendance
upon a large assembly of
Educators I was forcibly impressed with the remarks made
on the relation of Academies
and High Schools to the Universities and Colleges and especially so
with the wish expressed by a distinguished College Professor that
Academies should strictly maintain
their positions as preparatory
schools and not seek to do work
which was out of and beyond their
legitimate sphere.
With a full concurrence in the
correctness of these remarks it has
occurred to me that a few comments might not be amiss from our
own side of the question.

The earnest desire of every
Academy of my acquaintance is to
limit its curriculum to a strictly
preparatory course to our best Universities, which every student admitted to them should have, but
we find ourselves constantly handicapped by the lack of a standard
up to which a boy should be trained in order that he may enter
either College or University. The
necessity of encouraging and stimulating the untutored boy to a desire for a liberal education devolves
largely upon Academies, but the
discouraging fact is ever present
with us that we have no assurance
of accomplishing the work, however earnestly begun, because the
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College is ever holding out to him
a tacit invitation to enter its halls,
since he sees pupils of every degree, or of no degree of fitness
enrolled among its students. It is
a fact familiar to all teachers and
confessed by college Professors that
students are constant^ entering
their institutions wholly unfitted to
pursue the course laid down for
them, yet it is an equally familiar
fact that boys are yearly solicited
and invited to become College
students whose attainments would
not place them beyond the first
year's course in any respectable
Academy.
I know and appreciate the grave
difficulties under which our Colleges have labored, and the necessity
of accepting, for many years after
the war, very crude material to
make up numbers and to help fill
their depleted treasuries, but that
necessity no longer exists, and I
humbly submit that if a College
wants students who are to give
assurance of completing their
course, they must require them to
come fully prepared to enter upon
it. Every experienced and observant teacher knows that boys who
never thought of a College course
of stud}' are often stimulated to
look forward to it, when they have
had proper and sufficient preparation, and I am fully prepared to
believe that our Southern Colleges
have lost more students, counting

number of years of attendance,
than they have ever gained by allowing them to enter with inadequate preparation.
What ante
bellum student of the University of
Virginia fails to remember the
crowded condition of many of its
classes and the comparatively few
graduates.
I recall one Senior
class which had an attendance of
225, with only twenty-six graduates. Can this be accounted for in
any other way than that a large
number of these students had entered without requisite preparation, and if so, ought not to have
been permitted to enter, and is it
not obvious to every reflecting
student of that period who has
since been called upon to perform
educational work, or whose duties
have invited thought upon the
subject, that hundreds of young
men entered its halls without the
remotest conception of what a
University course meant or of the
preparation requisite for it, and
after a year spent in idleness or
worse, left, never to return to have
their places filled another year by
successors equally deluded.
If
asked what remedy is suggested, I
reply, establish a standard of admission sufficiently high to represent faithful, earnest work on the
part of the Academy and require
the student to measure up to this
before he is permitted to enter.
Then the student knows what
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character of preparation is demanded of him, and the teacher has a
standard up to which he can stimlate him to work.
I have had occasion to prepare
a number of boys for our National
Academies, and several for Cornell.
Princeton, and the Stevens Technological Institute and I know the
.stimulating influence which the
standards of entrance brought to
bear upon the diligence of the candidates. I have before me now the
standard of entrance to more than
two dozen Northern Celleges and
Universities, all of which are higher than the basis upon which
students would be admitted to our
best Universities, and yet I feel
assured that their standard of graduation is not as high or as exacting
as most of our institutions.
Now I submit that it is wholly
wrong in principle and practice to
invite as students, whether directly
or by an absolute lack of terms of
admission, those who are wholly

unfitted to enjoy and be profited by
the course of instruction offered,
and that the college can never reach
its highest usefulness until it places
itself on a plane which is peculiarly
its own, and leaves the Academy to
its own peculiar work and encourages therein by making the dividing line distinct and clear. The
academy has a peculiar work to
perform and demands, and rightly
so, that it shall be supreme within
those limits and that the college
shall not stoop to do the work
which the former rightly claims as
its own, and thereby be the helper
and co-worker with the college and
without which the latter will be
shorn of her glory and usefulness,
and to quote what has been said on
a former occasion: "If we would
have an Oxford or a Cambridge we
must build up our Etons and Rugbys, and if we would have a Heidelberg or a Gottingen a fostering influence must be bestowed upon the
Gymnasia.

®®®®®®®®

Prof. — " Are there any means by which a circle may be squared ?"
Cadet— " I know one."
Prof. — " How's that, sir?
Cadet — "Why, just slap it down on that bald pate of yours. (The
Professor makes a kick.)
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PERSONALS.
Captain J. R. Sterrett, our popular commandant of '92-93, is the
principal of a large private school
near Lexington, Va.
W. Q. Hullihen, '92, is at the
University of Virginia.
W. T. Nesbitt is rapidly making
his mark in the capacity of a commercial traveler.
Professor Newton Holmes, '9091, is teaching school in Glasgow,
Missouri.
B. T. Childress is a student nt
the Poughkepsie (N. Y.) Business
College.
J. F. Minor, '93, is taking a full
course at the University of Virginia.
D. L,. Fultz, '93, our crack allaround athelete, is playing left field
for the Stauuton, Va., league team.
E. L. Soniat is attending a business college in New Orleans.
W. C. Boyd, first captain '92, is
at his home in Richmond, Va.
Captain Saunders, assistant commandant '90, is principal of the
Danville (Va.) Military Academy.
John W. Philp, '93, is studying
law at the University of Texas.
A. V. Moller, '91-92-93, is attending school in Lawrenceville,

N. J.
N. M. Richard is at Tulanc University in New Orleans.

L,- C. Romanet is in a law office
in Galveston, Texas.
L,ee and George Jester are at
their home in Corsicana, Texas.
Harry Selig, '92-93, is attending
the A. and M. College at Columbus, Miss.
W. T. Shannonhouse, '93, is taking a full academic course at the
University of Virginia.
Professor D. Rucker, our former
instructor in athletics, is teaching
school in Richmond, Va.
Eoui Wilkins is at school in
Bingham, N. C.
E. R. Cuttenden is at school in
Paris, Texas.
Cadet Haspel is doing well in
New Orleans, La.
E. J. Gibson, is still living in
Corsicana, Tex.
Leon Huckins, '91, is in Knoxville, Tenn.
J. Binford, '91, is in business at
Richmond, Va.
E. C. Kennedy is in Memphis,
Tenn.
Georgie Clarke, '91-92-93,
farming near Richmond, Va.

is

Captain H. W. Holt, commandant '91-92, is practicing law in
Stauuton, and is to be married June
6th next.
C. R. Collins, '92-93, is now the
assistant postmaster at Bowling
Green, Va.
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" Billy " Walker is learning the
insurance business in Staunton.
Cadet Ware, '89-90-91, is in business at his home in Honey Grove,
Texas.
Harry Cootes, 91-92, is the crack
catcher of the V. ML' I;, base ball
team.
C. L. Todd, '90-93, is in business in Staunton.
J. G. Davidson is attending to his
maternal estates in Millboro, Va.
Prof. G. B. M. Zerr is principal
of the Staunton high school.
G R. Dorsey, '94, will try his
hand at farming near Bowling
Green, Va., on leaving school.
Ex-Cadet Avis graduated last
year at the W. and L. U.
Captain A. A. Hooff, '93, will
study pharmacy next year in Baltimore.
" Leek" Avers, '89-91, is in the
banking business in Gatesville,
Texas.
N. T. Cook, now residing in
Staunton, will attend the University of Virginia next year.
Cadet . Welch, '94, will take a
course in chemist^ at Charleston
College next year.
Cadets J. and G. Winter, '94,
will attend the University of Texas
next year for a full classical course.
F. U McCaleb, '94, will be a
student at the University of Virginia next year.

M. Dinkelspiel, '94, is thinking
of going to the University of Virginia next year.
H. C. Roler, '94, will study medicine at the same place.
Harry Holt is president of the
class of '96 at the V. M. I.
S. P. Browning, '94, will probably be at the Universit)' of Virginia
next year.
Cadet Strattou, '95, expects to
spend the summer in Virginia and
return to the S M. A. next year.
Cadet Ay res, '95, will return
next year for a special course in
electricity.
Captain "Specs" Uewis is studying medicine at the University of
Virginia. His expectation is to be
an army surgeon.
Mr. James Goodloe, the genial
proprietor of the Afton Hotel, Aftou, Va., was with us last month
on a visit to his two sons, " Dave "
and Robert Goodloe.
Guy Townsend, '91, is still living
in Calvert, Tex.
W. B. Cravens, '90, is holding
out at Ft. Smith, Ark.
J. R. Talbot, '90, is in business
near Culvert, Tex.
"Uncle" Jimmy Yatcs is at home
in Spetryville, Va.
Ben Williams, 1st Captain '90 is
in the drug business at Texarkana,
Ark.
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'91, is

H. E. Clay, '89, is in business at
Tyler, Texas.

Samuel Hanna, '90, is at home in
Denison, Tex.

Ex-Cadet Archinard, of Dallas,
Texas, is in Staunton, where he will
probably spend the summer.

"Mother Goose" Levy
still in Camden, Ark.

W. H. Haywood, '90, is doing
well in Texarkana, Tex.
S. D. Timberlake, '91, is at home
in Staunton, having just returned
from the Washington and Lee University.

Driffie Drafts, '91, is in business
at Seweldale, S. C.
M. C. Getchell, '89, is Assistant
Cashier of the Superior Savings
Bank, Hancock, L. S., Mich.

R. G. Fleming, '90, is in Savannah, Ga.
The eadets and the many other
friends in Stauntan will learn with
regret that our popular matron,
Miss Bettie Hunter, will not be
with us next year. She will he in
Covington, Va., with the Hotel Intermont this summer and may spend
the winter there. May she gain as
as many friends wherever she may
be as she has won among the eadet
corps and the people of Staunton.
W. T. Harris, '90, is filling a
prominent position in a bank m
Waco, Texas.
"Reddy" Martin," '91, is in Dallas, Texas, winning numbers of bycicle races.
R. B. Caruthers, '90, is at his
home in Sulphur Springs, Texas.
John Hulen, '90, was some years
ago 1st Captain at Marmaduke
Military Academy, Sweet Springs,
Mo.

OBITUARY.
It is with deep regret that we are
called upon to record the death of
the following former members of the
faculty and cadet corps :
Captain Thornton T. Terry, for
several years commandant, after a
lingering illness at his home near
Danville, Ya. Too much cannot be
said of Captain Terry as a commander and Christian gentleman. His
bearing was that of a chivalrous
Southran, and his manly
dignity and courtesy were but the outward expressions of his nobility of
character.
Henry Huau, of Jacksonville,
Fla., an ex-cadet, who met a violent
death by the running away of his
horse.
George Harrison, of Dallas, Tex.,
of consumption.
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Editoria
The publishing of a magazine
among the cadets of a military
school is a somewhat difficult thing.
Military institutions are entirely
different from others, in that almost every minute is occupied.
Strange to say, though always together in one building, the cadets
of a military school do not seem to
co-operate in publishing a paper of
this character.
A man never knows what he can
do until he tries, but some of the
boys are not even willing to try.
Next year let every man make an
attempt. It is very discouraging
to have what you thought a splendid article handed back with "declined" written upon the back, but
turning over history's pages there
is not to be found a man who won
without a strangle. No man should
ever sit down and write in a few
minutes without careful thought
an article that will probably be
handed down to generations to come.
When an article is read before an
assembly of any kind it is soon afterward forgotten, but let it once
appear in bold print and it is there
to remind him forever. A mistake
in printed matter is more easily discerned than in an}7 other form, and
unless it is written in a careful,
thoughtful manner it may cause the

writer to bitterly regret the day
that he ever allowed it to be published.
There are among our articles
some very thoughtful ones and may
not seem to be interesting to schoolboys, but we are gradually verging
upon manhood, and upon reflection
decided to make this magazine such
as not only ourselves but others
will enjoy. It does very well to
publish a paper with articles of a
light character, but in the long run
the solid ones are the preferable.
The officers of the classes of a
school should be chosen only after
careful deliberation and thought.
In doing this thing, every personal
prejudice should be laid aside, and
select him whom you think able to
represent the class in the most complete and efficient manner without
regard to your feelings towards
him. To put a man in a place
where the credit of the class is at
stake, who is incapable of acquiting himself and his class in a creditable manner would be indeed a
grave mistake. For our finals we
have selected the men whom the
class thought best able to do the
work. Somewhat varying from
the usual custom we omitted the
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Oration and Declamation, and used
only the Salutatory, History,
Prophecy and Valedictory. The
cadets representing these respectively were John G. Winter, Texas;
S. P. Browning, Kentucky ; G. R.
Dorsey, Virginia, and Gabriel Winter, Texas. As a matter of course,
each class should have a president,
who should possess such qualifications as to be able to represent the
class in any local discussions which
might arise.
The Salutatorian should be able
to present the greetings of the class
to the public in a creditable manner. The Historian should gather
up the important events in the past
life of each man in the class and
weave them into an interesting and
agreeable discourse.
Whatever merriment should attend so solemn an occasion, should
be brought in by the Prophet, as
he fortells the career of each man in
after life.
The last to speak is the Valedictorian, who should tender in the
name of his class an appropriate
farewell address to the community.
All of these things tend to add
interest to the finals, and no school
should be without them.

Class distinction is a thing that
every school should possess. When
we say class distinction we mean
the voluntary separation of higher

class men from lower ones.
In
some colleges where this custom is
in vogue the higher classes to a
great, extent dominate over the
under classes, and think and look
upon them as inferiors. This of
course should not be tolerated by
by the faculty. It is a great injustice to a man that he should be
compelled to gratify the whims
and fancies of a person offer no
o der than he and superior to him
in neither moral, physical nor mental abilities. Where this distinction is recognzied without the addition of domination it is a very
good thing. For instance the first
class may be an organization entirely separated from the second, third,
and fourth classes. Usually they
are the older men and hold the
higher offices of the school. Associating only among themselves,
they come in contact with only the
men who are their equals in mental
attainments. Perhaps some benebenefit might be derived from the
mingling of the lower classes with
the higher, still the benefits would
be destroyed by the influence of
the other classes. It would be
well for schools that have not this
custom to institute it and every
year as one class graduates the
next lower moves up in a solid
bod}" and takes its place.
For the first time in years we
have trouble in getting advertise-
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ments from the merchants of Staunton for the CADET. Whether it is
owing to the "hard times" or to
the general principle of stinginess,
we cannot tell, but nevertheless the
men who have been receiving the
entire custom of the cadets of the
Academy for eight or ten years
should not be backward in contributing their portion towards our
journal. Several thousand dollars
yearly are paid in bills to the merchants and dealers, and it is only
right that they should make some
handsome acknowledgement which
will benefit them and us. Men who
charge their own prices upon everything, and which they do not hesitate to do without any scruples
whatever, should remember that,
though small as an affair of this
sort may seem, it will preceptibly
influence them in one way or another.
Hereafter let the cadets of the
Academy remember how these men
have acted, and deal with only
those who have advertisements in
the present issue.
***
The cadets of the corps will
probably note with surprise the
latter portion of the Personals, and
will wonder why men who have
attended the Academy years back,
should not be mentioned. The
reason for doing this thing is this:
We should not appear so selfish as

to neglect the pleasures of the exCadets who have been through the
same old routine of so-called hardships, working the same old mathematics, translating the same old
Latin. These men have been separated now for a long time and it
will be a pleasure for them, if they
should chance to meet with the' 94
Cadets, as they probably will, to
look back at the old times and
school-life remembrances brought
back by the old familiar names. We
have had as long as this school has
existed, as a whole, an excellent
corps of Cadets, both morally, mentally, and physically, and it is with
joy that we are able to again bring
to the mind the "old fellows'' who
were comrades together.
***
The encouragement bestowed upon us by our friends, and the enjoyment resulting from the publication
of our former pamphlet, The
Budget, which several years ago
was issued by the cadets of the
Staunton Military Academy, have
induced us to bring out this little
paper, and we have attempted by
zealous work to make it interesting
to the readers. It is intended to be
a reminescence of school life, to remind us of the old days we spent
at the S. M. A. If there be contained within these pages those
things which are deserving of criticism, bear in mind that this is the

10
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work of boys. Of those who have
had little experience in work of this
sort. May these pages in future
fall into the hands of some of our
ex-Cadets and bring back the old
and pleasant remembrances of the
past.

interests. They have worked well
together and it is their co-operation
which has caused it to succeed as
well as it has. Without this cooperation it would have been useless to attempt such a publication.

The CADET desires to express its
thanks to our popular commandant,
Captain James I. Stephens, for the
valuable information which he has
given us in publishing this journal.
He is an able literary man, having
been editor-in-chief of the V. M. I.
monthly journal. We heartily wish
him success in life to come. May
he always have as many friends and
well-wishers as he has now and will
ever have among the cadet corps.

The L,ee and Jackson Vidette, a
monthly journal published by the
young ladies of the Wesleyan Female Institute, is a very creditable
little paper. It shows the resu't of
excellent literary work and good
t.oste. It is the first monthly that
has been published in years by a
seminary of Staunton. The CADET
congratulates them on their success.

***
The BUDGET of a few years past
was a complete success.
Under
the supervision of Cadet Jno. W.
Philp, of Dallas, Texas, it grew in
size and quality. A number of the
old contributors are still with us
and have had again a chance to
display any ability that they may
possess. I only hope that enough
enthusiasm may be displayed next
year to publish a monthly magazine instead of the annual.
The CADET desires to thank its
editors for the work which they
have done for the promotion of its

***
Whatever typographical excellence is exhibited by these pages it
is due to the competent manner in
which Messrs. Caldwell and Davis,
representing the Staunton Daily
News press, have done the work.
We feel confident in referring those
desiring work of this character to
them.
***
The cadets of the S. M A. desire
to publicly thank Professor W. W.
Robertson, of the W. F.T., for his
kindness towards them during the
past year. He is principal of the
Wesleyan Female Institute, one of
the best female seminaries in the
South.
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EVIL EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO ON THE
HUMAN SYSTEM.

The twin-vices, as they are called, the use of alcoholic liquors, as
a beverage, and the use of tobacco,
have done more injury to the human race than all other ' 'ills that
flesh is heir to." Of course, it can
not be denied that strong drink
does ten times as much mischief as
the habitual use of tobacco: but
the two evils are akin to each other
and their victims are usually addicted to excessive indulgence in
both. Look at the bloodshot eye,
the trembling hand, the unsteady,
faltering step, whether in youth or
age, and you see the victim of the
liquor and tobacco habit.
A long time ago Senaca spoke of
those who let in the thief at the
mouth to steal away the brain.
Drunkenness is the crime of all
all crimes. It causes frenzied man
to stain his hands in his brother's
blood. It fills prisons, poor-houses
and insane asylums. It becomes a
chronic disorder, a hereditary vice,
and is handed down from sire to
son. Whole nations are afflicted
with the disease, as Ireland was
before the advent of good Father
Matthew, as a temperance reformer.
In five years, from 1838 to 1S42,
crimes by violence diminished more
than one-third in number, after
this apostle of total abstinance be-

gan his great work among his
countrymen.
Of late years, drunkenness is regarded and treated as a disease.
The inebriate hospitals where the
Keeley cure is administered to patients are rapidly multiplying
throughout the land and have
wrought inestimable benefits in reforming confirmed drunkards and
making them useful members of society. Alcohol is an enemy to ever}' vital function in the human
system. It deranges the brain,
causes palpitation of the heart,
speedily affects the liver, resulting
in sorosis and other kindred diseases, and is the unseen generator of
diabetes and Bright's disease of the
kidney.
Go to the docks of our Criminal
courts, or to the prisons and penitentiaries, and ask the poor creatures incarcerated there, men and
women, what was the cause of your
violating the law and committing
crimes ? and in nine cases out of
ten they will answer, liquor.
The use of tobacco, whether in
the old fashion style of dipping or
snuffing, or in smoking cigars and
cigarettes, or the more vulgar habit
of chewing the weed, though net
so injurious as alcoholic liquors, is

still very pernicious to the human
system, especially to the young.
How disgustingly vulgar it is to see
a young lad puffing a ralodorous
cigarette. The thumb and forefinger of the cigarette smoker are
invariably stained with poisonous
nicotine. He has most of his time
consumed in filling, rolling, lighting and puffing, and can not spare
a moment for more useful occupations. His services are not desired
in any well-regulated commercial or
business establishment. The filthy
pipe is equally disgusting. Havana
cigars, at 15 cents apiece, say 60
cents a day, or $219 per annum, is
a luxury too costly to be indulged
in, and a luxury, too, that often
causes grave injury to the mind and
body of man. It exhausts the salivary glands, produces dyspepsia
and head-aches, creates dryness in
the throat and mouth, and often
makes one nervous and irritable.
No sane man will knowingly
commit suicide, or seek to shorten

his brief existence on earth, or inflict suffering and injury upon his
body or mind; yet they who are
addicted to the liquor and tobacco
habit are slowly, but surely, committing self-destruction. They are
guilty of the greatest crime known
to human or Divine law ; and
though the intention may be wanting, still the evil act is there.
Now, in the twilight of the nineteenth century, when the physical
sciences are making such rapid
progress and administering so much
to the necessities and wants of man;
when vice and crime are disappearing before the radiant sunlight of
Christianity, and the world is growing better and happier, as Time advances, let us hope that the use of
alcohol and tobacco, like witchcraft,
polygamy and duelling, will soon
be numbered among the vices of
the past and buried in the grave of
merited oblivion.
FRANK MCCALEB.

®®®®®®®®

The CADET tenders consolation to the boys who were '' beat'' at the
recent circus by the Speculator. Keep your mouths closed hereafter
about country green-horns.
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VIRGINIA.

The great
theme which
is forem o s t
in the mind
of every Virginian today
is the onward march
to the front
of the "Old Dominion."
Compare the Virsrinian of today
with the Virginian of ten years
ago, what a vast difference, and one
that can be perceived very readily.
From the year 1866, at the close
of the war, when this fair State lay
in a complete wreck of her former
glory and greatness, until about
eight years ago, when she began to
push herself forward, Virginia lay
in a state of complete lethargy,
from which it seemed that she never could be aroused. Look at her
now, she has by dint of struggling
and hard work pushed herself to
the front, until at the present time
is looked upon as one of the most
prosperous States in the Union.
Where once large forests, and
scope of nature, filled only with
pretty dales and valleys, uninhabited, save by the rabbits and chipmunks, are now seen new towns
and cities and the hum of busy machinery and the sound of saw and

hammer is heard. Until a few
years ago, small villages which were
perfectly content in their quiet
sleepiness, would have laughed in
scorn at the merest thought of putting on new dresses and making
themselves known in the world.
But, lo! as if by magic, they arose
by an energy before unheard of, and
are now rapidly becoming large cities. Of these places we have most
especially Staunton.
Staunton, on the Baltimore , &
Ohio and Chesapeake & Ohio railroad, is known as one of the most
enterprising and prosperous cities
in the State. With her exceedingly great natural advantages and the
backing and push of her citizens,
whose only watchword is Progress,
she is well calculated to soon become a city second, in size, population, riches, etc., to none
So hoping and believing that this
enterprising city will ever continue
her onward march to the fore, let
us conclude with the following:
The grand Old Dominion State,
The noblest of them all,
Is moving forward at a rapid rate,
And her watchword now is Progress,
for she has had her fall.
There a mighty forest has raised its head,
In outlines against the sky,
Old Father Time with his heavy tread,
To raze it to the ground, did try.

14

THE CADET.

And right well too did he succeed,
In his endeavor grand,
How well he satisfied his greed,
For even of the wild grape vine, there's
not left a strand.
The old homestead, so very dear,
To a true Virginian heart,
O'er which was shed many a tear,
When all binding ties were torn apart.
Virginia, how sweet the sound,
To a true Virginian born,
When under the wheel of Despair, he

was ground,
So wretched, so forlorn.
Virginia is making her way to the fore,
And that too with a steady stride,
It will not be so long before,
She can boast of her wealth with pride.
God bless the dear old Mother of States,
Is the wish to her from a son,
Aud may the strangers who enters her
gates,
Do as those before have done.
A. A. HOOFF.

®®®®<sxsXs>®
Y. M. C. A.

The first meeting of the Y. M. C.
A. for the session of 93-94 was held
Sept. 24th, at which time the officers for the ensuing year were elected. They were as follows: W. G.
Kable, President, A. A. Hooff, V.
President, S. P. Browning, Secretary, G. R. Dorsey, Treasurer. This
year opened very auspiciously for
the Association and while possibly,
more good could have been done,
still all things being considered, it
has been one of the most prosperous in record.
At present the total membership
is nineteen, eight active and eleven
associate members, with an average
weekly attendance of fourteen.
In co-operation with the Y. M.
C. A. is a Bible class which meets
semi-weekly under the leadership
of Capt. Win. G Kable.
This, while not attended as regu-

larly as it might be has been a
source of pleasure as well as profit,
and if we mistake not, more than
one conversion has been due to its
silent influence.
We have been visited several
times by Y. M. C. A. workers from
various parts of the State, among
them Mr. W. Williams of Richmond, the Gen'l Secretary of Va.,
and their talks and advice have
done not a little to encourage and
cheer us.
On the evening of the 3rd of
May, Mr. Lyons, as a representative of the missionary work, delivered a very interesting and eloquent
address in the Assembly hall upon
foreign missions. By means of
maps and charts he demonstrated
the need of toreign missionaries
from Colleges. He described the
system of collegiate mission work
in the United States and England.
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THE FATHER OF AMERICAN AUTHORS.

As we scan the long list of men
who have attained literary honors
in the United States, it seems hard
to realize that for nearly three centuries after Columbus set sail from
Palos it remained absolutely without literary productions of any kind
or description.
As yet there had arisen no historian to tell of the glorious and daring deeds of our ancestors—nay,
not even a bard to sing of the death
of her noble sons.
We had our Patrick Henrys,
our Elliots and our Randolphs,
who poured forth volumes of eloquence, but to quote from an early
author: "Little that is of permanent literary value is left us of the
harangues that were the trumpet
calls of patriotism."
True, Banjamin Franklin had
published his almanac, Edwards
his works on theology, Cotton
Mather and his doctrines, and innumerable hyums either of a romantic
or religious character.
Amidst these surroundings, so
little conducive to foster literary
talent, Washington Irving suddenly appears on the horizon. Everyone was astonished ; they neither
could or would understand him.
While he outraged many prejudices of our Puritan ancestry, never-

theless his wit and humor piqued,
puzzled and delighted them. It
was as if Aurora, goddess of the
dawn, had suddenly thrown open
the gates of morn to admit the sun
in the person of Irving.
It will not be out of place to give
here a short biography of the subject of our sketch.
Washington Irving was born in
1783, just as the immortal Washington was completing his series of
victories over the British, hence his
name. It was said by a chronocler
of that period that the Father of
His Country once took Irving in
his arms and blessed him, but for
the truth of this statement we do
not vouch.
Of school life Irving saw comparatively little, ending for him as it
did when he was only sixteen.
Soon after this he began the
study of law, but while waiting the
coming of clients, his health failed
him and he made a tour of Europe,
which lasted two years. Soon after his return, in connection with
his brother, he planned a work
called "Salmagundi."
In this period, bare as it was of
literature of any kind, this work
was eagerly sought after and "Salmagundi" was the topic of the
time. It was not long after this
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that he issued his first work of any
note. This was "The History of
New York." Though this would
probably never have won the medal
of the Royal Society of Literature,
still a man, imbued as he might be
with all the learning of Heidelburg
or Oxford, would never have drawn
the whimsical portrait of Ichabod
Crane.
Of Irving's manner of
writing little can be said, for we
can compare him with no one else.
His style was distinctly his own,
and with his meagre education it
has always been a mystery how he
acquired it. Undoubtedly his fort
lay in humor, for who but a born
humorist could have written " The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow'' and
similar tales.
During the last years of Irving's
life he suffered much from asthma
and spent most of his time quietly

at Sunnyside, his estate on the
Hudson. He died suddenly in the
autumn of 1856, and, strange to
say, -his funeral procession passed
over the bridge which is immortalized in one of his sketches.
Irving's works are volumnous,
but among the most noted are his
Life of Washington, Bracebridge,
Hall, The Alhambra, Sketch B,
and The History of New York,
previously mentioned.
We linger with pleasure on the
life of Irving—"the genial Irving,"
as he was often called. His creed
was " Love God and man," and to
the best of his ability he lived up
it. His was a great gift, and by
his life and works he has done as
much, if not more, to benefit the
literature of this country than any
other American author.
S. P. BROWNING.

®®®®®®S®

The city of Staunton is the happy possessor of four large Female Seminaries. The Augusta Female Seminar}', the Wesleyan Female Institute,
the Virginia Female Institute, and the Staunton Female Seminary. The
Methodist girls (W. F. I.) in their caps and gowns make a very pretty
sight, and paying merited tribute to beauty, large numbers of the masculine extraction crowd around the church to see them come out and go by,
thus causing much annoyance to the faculty of the Seminary. It ought
to be stopped. Loafing around the church doors on Sunday is not consistent with the characters of the men doing so.
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CAVE EXPLORATION.

About the middle of last October
a number of the cadets investigated
the large cave situated on the top
of Betsy Bell in scientific research.
It was said that the people who had
decended it could be counted on
one hand, but five more have since
been added to that number.
It was a very dangerous but interesting adventure down the steep
cliffs, swinging in mid-air by a single rope with a yawning abyss of
darkness far below, where the rattle of a bounding rock as it descended could be heard for several
hundred feet, tended to dampen the
courage of the bravest. The very
beginning of the decent was enough
to cause seven of the twelve to "back
out." The other five went down
and did what the twelve intended
doing.
At the foot of the first slope, after some scraping and digging, a
small hole was descovered. Peering in the cadets could see, by aid
of candles, an old rope ladder, and
grasping this in addition to the %- .
inch rope four hundred feet in
length, the adventurers, each in
turn, swung slowly and carefully
down to a large projecting ledge.
From there, in single file, they proceeded down on the journey. Suddenly emerging: from the narrow

tunnel, where the traveling was
done on hands and knees, a grand
spectacle was presented. Stretching fifty feet in each direction, with
a high, jagged ceiling, was an immense hall. What a relief it was
to sit on a smooth stone, the candles placed upon high rocks, and
enjoy the beautiful scene and listening to the musical drip of the cold
water as it fell from the ceiling into
the small dark pools below.
At first it seemed that this must
be the end, but after a prolonged
search again a small opening, almost hidden by the glistening stalactite-helectites, was discovered.
On the boys went, three hundred
feet or more further, the rope now
having been left far behind. Several more large openings were discovered, as the one above described,
though not as large.
Everyone who has descended this
cave claim to have found human
bones. Whether they are human
bones is yet to be proven, but the
cadets found three bones solidly
imbedded in hard clay, two of them
somewhat resembling the wrist
joint of a man. In all probability
they were the bones of some large
animal. The mystery of how that
animal, whatever it was, could be
able to go down several cliffs fifty
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feet or more high, and almost perpendicular, is yet to be solved.
The old tradition of the man who
escaped from the large insane asylum at the foot of the mountain,
and possessed of mere animal instinct, he descended this cave and
was never seen to come out again,

etc., may be true, and the bones
found may be the ones of that unfortunate wretch.
The exploring party consisted of
Captain W. G. Kable and Cadets
G. Winter, Aj'ers, Welch and J.
Winter.

®®®®®®<s>®

YKLLS.
Rip - Rah Bam
Wah hoo zay.
Razzle dazzle,
S. M. A.

Hallibuloo, genac, genac.
Hallibuloo, genac, genac.
Hoo ray, hoo ray,
Ray, ray, S. M. A.

Rah, rah, rah,
Rah, rah, rah.
Kable's, Kable's
Sis Boom, Ah.
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Athletics.
Our success in athletics this year,
is to a great extent, due to the encouragement and interest of every
one, both in the corps and in Staunton.
The S. M. A. this year has been
more successful in athletics than it
has ever been before, and we may
well be proud of our teams, considering the material from which we
were obliged to pick.
In September the prospects for a

good foot-ball team were not at all
encouraging, nevertheless by careful
and hard training, we succeeding in
placing a team upon the field which
was able to cope with those of the
best Academies in the State.
We express our thanks in the
warmest terms to David L. Fultz
for the particular interest he showed
in the welfare of the different athletic organizations.

FOOT-BALL.

S. M. A. VS. W. & L. U.

The foot-ball season of the S. M.
A. was inaugurated at Lexington on
Oct. 11th, where we went to do battle with the strong team of Washington & Lee University. The
game resulted in score quite different than that of last year. It showed plainly the superiority of this
year's team over those of former
years.
The game was called promptly at
3:30 o'clock by Capt, Wise of the
Virginia Military Institute, who officiated as referee. Members of both
teams sprang with eagerness to their
positions. Washington & Lee won
the toss and took the ball. After

three downs the ball went over to
our side. It was pushed backward
and forward all during the first half,
and but once did it look- as if a
touchdown would be made. When
the first half closed the oval was almost in the same place from where
it started. Score S. M. A. 0, W.
& L. U. 4.
After ten minutes rest the teams
lined up with the ball in our possession. Making a wedge we struck
Washington & Lee's heavy rush line
like a battering ram, gaining 15
yards. Bucking the center, we succeeded in gaining five yards more.
After several downs, Washington &
Lee gained the ball, it now being on
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their ten yard line. The ball was
passed to Mitchell who made a beautiful run around our end for fifteen
yards before being down. If was
then passed to Martin who pushed
it through our center for five more.
They attempted the same tiling again
but to no effect, the Cadets pushing
them back the five they had gained
on the proceeding down. After regaining the ball the Cadets again lost
it in a scrimmage and before an)7
one knew it, the University had taken the ball over our goal line. The
ball was taken out and goal tried,
but failed. Score W. & L. U. 0.
Our boys had not lost courage but
played harder than before. During
a scrimmage, Fultz, our great halfback, made a magnificent run of 40
yards, the feature of the game, placing the ball over the University's
goal line. The oval was taken out
and Fultz kicked a beautiful goal
netting six points. Score S. M. A.
6, W. & L. U. 4.
The referee's voice was heard announcing but five minutes to play.
The game was well in our hands,
with the ball in the centre of the
field. Three minutes to play was
announced by Capt. Wise. During
next scrimmage, Mr. Avis, (the umpire) called a throttle, which he
claimed Avas committed by one. of
our players, giving them 25 yards,
placing the ball but 5 yards from
our goal. On the next down Washington & Lee scored another touchdown and kicked goal, just as time
was called. Score W. & L. IT. 10,
S. M. A. 6.

The Cadets put up a good game
as the score shows, the features being the tackling of Todd, Fultz and
Starck. Fultz's 40 yard run the
longest of the game. For W. & L.
U. Mitchell's tackling and allaround playing, the bucking of the
centre by Martin, Cooper, and Bui-.
litt's blocking. The W. & L. U
team lined up as follows:
Quarles, left end.
Martz, left tackle.
Williams, left guard.
Cowan, centre.
McNier, right guard.
Ingles, right tackle.
Cooper, right end.
Bullitt, quarter back.
Mitchell, left halfback.
Marshall, right half back.
Martin full back.
Summary.—Touchdowns, W. &
Li. U, Mitchell 1, Marshall 1, goals
kicked, Bullitt 1. Touchdowns, S.
M. A., Fultz 1, longest run, Fultz,
40 yards, S. M. A. "Referee, Capt.
Wise, V. M. I. Umpire, Mr. Avis,
W. & L. U.
A. M. A. GAME.
The last game was with the A. M.
A. at Ft. Defiance. It was by far
the easiest and most complete victory
our team had ever won. The game
started with the A. M. A. lined up
in the following positions.
Perkins, left end.
Roller, left tackle.
Whitmore, left guard.
Jobe, centre.
Gore, right guard.
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Dunlap, right tackle.
Hulvey, right end.
Cousens, quarter back.
Tuttle, right half back.
Berkeley, left half back.
Richardson, full back.
Rollers won the toss, and forming
a wedge rushed forward, but the V
was quickly broken and in the confusion they lost the ball, downed by
one of our men. Calmly aud with
precision the teams lined up against
one another. The ball was tossed
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to Todd who ducked his head and
carried the pig's skin far into the A.
M. A.'s territories. Fultz was then
pushed through centre aud the first
touch-down was scored, aud so the
game continued. In a few minutes
it was evident that our team and individual work was superior to theirs.
Five touch-downs and two goal kicks
was our share, and one touch-down
and one goal theirs. The time was
seventeen minutes.
Score, 24
to 6.

BASE BALL.

The base ball season of the Academy was opened this year in a game
against the students of the Valley
High School on the 14th clay of
April. Our team though not so
strong as that of last year was a good
one. We had an advantage over
many College teams, in our daily
practice with the Staunton professional team. The first inning proved to us that in the V. H. S. boys
we had a strong team to contend
with. In the first two innings the
score stood 0-0. In the third our
boys warmed up and made six runs,
the V. H. S. none. The fourth
yielded us five more, and a goose egg
to the visitors. The fifth, sixth, seventh, eigth and ninth, gave the Valley team one run and our men 20.
Thus, contrary to our expecta-

tions, we gained an easy victory by
a score of 30 to 1.
For want of space we are obliged
to leave out the later games.
At the opening of the season the
second base ball team was organized
in order to give practice to the first.
It consisted of the following Cadets
in their respective positions.
Starck, catcher.
Haislip, (Capt.) pitcher.
Harris, first base.
Goodloe H., second base.
Townsend, third base.
Dorsey, short stop.
Goodloe R., left field.
Yesner, centre field.
Avers, right field.
The "Kids" or third team played
a number of games with teams con-
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sisting of boys of the city. It was
made up of the younger men in
school, and they played as follows:
Gilkerson, catcher.
Ryan, (Capt.) pitcher.
Green, first base.

Fox, second base.
Peck, third base.
Garig, short stop.
McKee, left field.
West, centre field.
Howard, right field.

GYMNASIUM.

This year in addition to the football and base ball teams, a gymnasium class was organized. During
the latter part
of the Fall,
ler had become
when the weat
drilling,the corps
too cold for
to take gymnaw as required
The "gym" is
si um exercise
the gu.vr.d
situated o n
Ba r r a c ks
floor of the
ed in a most
and is arrang
manner and
couve n i e n t
w i t h the
e q u i ppe d
appar a t u s.
most modern
strong bar,
A sood
a number of
trav e 1 i n g
rings, paralel bars, chest
weights,
jjfp-5) dumbells
ar.d In^ d i a n
clubs, good tough mats, etc. At
first, the majority of the cadets disliked the exercise, but gradually, as
they learned to handle themselves
thev grew more fond of it. A mini-

1

ber would stay, as they were allowed, after the regular hour's work
and practice together. One by one,
however, this number decreased until there were only five left aud they
determined to form the Gymnasium
Club, open to all Cadets under certain conditions. No one else seemed
desirous to join and these five continued alone. The easier feats they
readily accomplished and then settled down to the difficult and dangerous ones. The first of these was
the Giant cut-off' on the double rings,
then came the Full Drop and last of
all the Giant on the bar. Somewhat tired of these things they turned their attention to tumbling, with
the aid of a splendid spring-board.
At first, the forward and backward
"flip" was mastered and a number of
other feats. The first public exhibition of the club was given during
the middle of March. A number
of young ladies had requested such,
and while inexperienced in performing before outsiders, the Cadets acquitted themselves very creditably.
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A number of new tricks were performed, and though comparatively
simple, interested them.
We have some splendid records in
high jumping and vaulting, far better than we ever expected. For years
we had had a splendid gymnasium
and no organized club. The first
year that the "gym" was furnished,
under the supervision of Prof. D.
Rucker, the corps as a whole, made
rapid progress. When he left, the
following year, with the exception
of the regular exercises, the gymnasium was abandoned, every one
seeming to look upon it as too laborious and not as pleasure. May the
Gymnasium club of next year, if
one is organized, start from the beginning of the fall and practise
hard and do themselves credit.
Ayers and McKee will be the only
two of this year, back next year, and
doubtless they will have
good success in selecting
men for the club.

TENNIS.
Although this year we have not
had as much tennis playing as heretofore, still interest was not lacking.
On the first warm day the courts
were leveled and marked, and the
nets and poles brought out. There
was an organized tennis club, and
every morning from ten to twelve
cadets would be playing. We have
had some pretty skillful players
among the cadets for years, and in
matched games against men from
Staunton they have acquitted themselves very creditably. We have
probably as good courts
as any of the neighboring schools.
They
are of good, hard dirt
and perfeetlylevcl.
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FOOT BALL TEAM.
RESERVES.

REGULARS.

Winter J., left end.
Ayers, left tackle.
McKee, left guard.
Gilkerson, centre.
Townsend, right guard.
Coleman, right tackle.
Smart, right end.
Dinklespiel, quarter back.
Hooff, right halfback.
Winter G., left half back.
Welch, full back.

Summerson, left end.
McCaleb, left tackle.
Stratton, left guard.
Kable, centre.
Peck, right guard.
Roller, right tackle.
Green, right end.
Starck, quarter back.
Fultz, left half back.
Todd, right half back.
Hooff, full back.

BASE BALL TEAM.

GYMNASIUM CLUB.

Stratton, pitcher.
Fultz, catcher.
Welch, first base.
Dinklespiel, second base.
Roller, third base.
Coleman, short stop.
Hooff W., right field.
Winter G., centie field.
Hooff A., left field.

Ayers,
Starck,
McKee,
Winter G.,
Dorsey.

TENNIS CLUB.
Dinklespiel,
Winter G.,
Browning,
Stratton,
Dorsey,
Green,
Ryan,
Starck,
Winter J.,
Karnes,
Yesner,
Coleman.

HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF ELECTRICITY.
This subject will not admit of a
lengthy treatment in the space allotted to it. Yet a brief review may
be interesting to some of our readers. It is not our purpose to define
this subtile force, this all pervading
power which is alike the most submissive servant of mankind and the
most destructive agent to the human race. But it may not be out
of place here to give a brief account
of its relations to other phenomena.
Electricity is some form of energy,
like light is some form of energy,
like heat is some form of energy.
All will admit that eneigy is a universal property of matter. It is inseparably connected with matter yet
distinct from it, just as heat is distinct from a heated body, or life is
distinct from a living body. Eike
matter, its quantity in the universe
is fixed and cannot be increased or
diminished, and hence, like matter,
it is indestructible. It can be transmuted from one form into another
but cannot be destroyed. With the
plate machine we transform muscular energy into electric energy, and,
by experiment, it is found that we
can obtain an amount of electric
energy equivalent to the amount of
muscular energy expanded. When
electricity is generated by means of
dynamos so much heat is evolved
that it is necessary to make special

provision for cooling that no injury
may result. In fact, we could enumerate numerous instances in which
the same causes, acting at the same
time, on the same bodies, and under
the same circumstances, produce
both heat and electricity in many
cases; in others, equally numerous,
heat and light, and in others still,
heat, light and electricity. In the
galvanic battery we cannot have a
current of electricity without the
production of heat. Faraday and
others furnished evidence of the
close relationship of polarized light
and electricity. From these facts,
and many others that we might
enumerate, we conclude that electricity like light and heat is molecu energy. So closely is electricity related to light and heat that if
it is not their brother it is certainly
a first cousin. We talk about the
flow of electricity as we would talk
about the flow of water. This is
misleading. When water flows
it moves matter, when electricity is
transmitted, matter is the medium
but molecules and not matter is
moved. So much for the relationship of electricity to other phenomena.
Thales, one of the seven wise
men of Greece first found that am-.
ber (Electron,) when rubbed, would
attract small bodies. This was all
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that was known about electricity
until about 1600 years after the
birth of Christ, during the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, a Dr. Gilbert
found that all substances when rubbed, became electrified. From this
time on, though very slowly, static
electricity received additions in one
form or another until now we have
the modified Toepler-Holtz machines and the modified Wimshurst
machines for the generation of static electricity. It is not necessary
to mention the many frictional machines devised for this purpose before the advent of those above mentioned. With either of the above
machines the beautiful experiments
that can be performed, can be multiplied without number. All that
is necessary is an energetic experimenter, a good machine, and a dark
room. One of these machines is
itself a wonder of beauty when set
in motion in a dark room. A thousand times more beautiful is the effect if, when the machine is at rest,
the one hand is placed upon the
negative conductor and the other
hand is held a short distance from
the positive conductor, while an
assistant puts the machine in motion. Very beautiful are the effects
if one conductor is a point and the
other a disc, or sphere. Beautiful
effects can also be obtained if a
piece of moist glass is placed between the conductors. Many other
devices can be used by the experi-

menter to show the beautiful effects,
and, if he has some Geissler tubes
and Iyeyden jars at hand, the experiments are still more beautiful and
numerous.
It was not until recently that the
phenomena of lightning were made
intelligable to us and then only
through electricity.
Although,
Franklin with his kite captured it,
and made it the servant of the human race, nothing more than that
electricity produced lightning was
known until many years after. Now
the explanation of all the phenomena is clear. A discharge from
cloud to cloud, or from cloud to
earth, or from earth to cloud is
alike easily explained. Vapor rising from the earth may be charged
with positive electricity and this
coming in contact with elevated
parts of the earth, with trees and
buildings, must generate electricity
just as a plate machine. As these
vapors form into clouds, they become the accumulators of this electricity. The cloud is then one coating, the earth the other, and the
intervening air the glass of an immense L,eyden jar. Two or more
such clouds formed in the same locality, the one positively charged
the other negatively, though many
miles apart, will, on account of the
great difference of potential, penetrate the intervening space and we
have a discharge from cloud to
cloud. If the cloud is positively
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electrified and the space between
earth and cloud is penetrated, we
have a discharge from cloud to
earth. If the cloud is negatively
charged, we will have a discharge
from earth to cloud. The earth opposite to the cloud will always be
charged, by induction, with electricity opposite to that in the cloud.
Nearly everybody has observed that
a few seconds after each electric dischaJge, there is an increase in rainfall and an enlargement of the
drops. This is, no doubt, due to
the condensation resulting from the
discharge. The small drops which
were kept apart by mutual repulsion
from being highly charged and at
the same potential, now, that
they are discharged, coalesce and
fprm large drops, which, being to:j
heavy to be sustained in the atmosphere, fall. The spark from a plate
machine, is lightning on a small
scale and the snap that accompanies each spark is minature thunder,
which is due to the sudden and intense vibratory action of the air in
the direction of discharge, producing violent undulations in the surrounding air.
Then, that other phenomenon,
that grand display which, like a
midnight sun, lights up the northern sky, spreading its streamers of
variegated light to the very zenith.
That sublime work of nature called
he Aurora Borealis is now beauti-
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fully explained by regarding electricity as the great artist that paints
these magnificent panoramas. The
earth is a great thermo-pile, the atmosphere a great Leyden jar; the
one a generator the other an accumulator. In the combination of the
two we find the cause of the aurora. The currents flowing from the
warm equatorial regions to the icebound polar regions, produce a high
earth potential there, and consequently a corresponding high opposite potential in the atmosphere.
Where these polar regions join with
the warm region the principal electric action must take place, producing those beautiful auroral arches
of white light. The streamers,
bands, rays and carona are produced by the electricity radiating in
opposite directions, north and south
from the arch, meeting with varying
resistance and having at different
points greater or less intensity. If
space permitted we would describe
a few of these magnificent auroras.
Dynamic electricity is the name
given to that kind of electricity
which performs so many functions
for man. The lighting of cities,
the running of cars, the transmitting of messages, written and spoken and many others. About 114
years ago in the year 1780, Galvani,
professor of anatomy in Bologna,
Italy, while experimenting with the
leg of a frog, discovered that if the
lumber nerves were connected with
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the crural muscles by means of a
wire composed of copper and zinc,
the leg would contract. He said
that the vital fluid passed from the
limber nerves through the wire to
the crucal muscles and caused the
leg to contract. Volta, a professor
of Physics at Pavia, Italy, thought
that the contraction was caused by
the wire and immediately began experimenting with an electroscope
which he had made for this purpose.
He found that two dissimilar metals, in contact, would produce the
same effect on the leaves of the
electroscope as the wire did on the
frog's leg. He said the contraction
was due to the contact of the two
dissimilar metals that formed the
wire. Fabroni, a chemist, claimed
that the contraction was due to
chemical action. After many years
of fierce contention it was decided
that both Volta and Fabroni were
right, and Galvani wrong, but the
name of Galvani is still preserved
in the galvanic eel'. Although he
was wrong in theory, his discovery
led to the using of batteries and cells
for generation of electric energy.
Volta, on his theory, constructed
his crown of cups and subsequently
his volaic pile for electric treatment
in hospitals. Since then many different kinds of cells have been invented, but all on the one principle
of one liquid and two metals, such
that the liquid acts more energetically on the one metal than on the

other. There are several kinds of
two fluid cells but the elementary
principle is the same as in the onefluid cell. At least five centuries
before the Christian Era a hard black
stone was found in Magnesia, a
country in Asia Minor and also at
Heraclea, a city of ancient Lydia,
this is the natural magnet or heraclean stone. Just when this stone
was discovered is not definitely
known but both Plato and Euripides describe it. Some sixteen centuries after the discovery of this
stone it was found to assume a north
and south position in the direction
of its longer axis when allowed to
move freely about its centre of gravity. This property was termed polarity, and the stone afterwards received the name lodestone, (leading
stone). It was also discovered that
iron rubbed with this stone acquired
its properties of attraction and polarity and this led to the invention
of the mariner's compass. This
was the first practical application
of the magnet. Since that time
various forms of magnets have
been used for various purposes. It
has also been learned that the earth
is itself an immense magnet. In
1802 Romagnosi, of Trente, noticed that the magnetic needle was deflected by an electric current, but
his discovery attracted no attention.
In 1819, Oersted, of Copenhagen,
discovered that the deflected needle
tended to take a position at right
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angles to the current and that the
deflection was governed by the direction of the current. This ■ discovery marked an important epoch
in the progress of electricity and
also demonstrated the close relationship between magnetism and
electricity. Since then it was discovered that a helix of wire with a
current passing through it possessed the property of polarity and attraction. The action of a current
up a current or of a current upon a
maiinef is the same as the action of
a magnet upon a magnet. This can
easily be demonstrated by experiment. It was not until 1820 that
both Arago and Davy discovered
that both iron and steel could be
magnetized by passing an electric
current through a wire wrapped
around a bar of either, in the form
of a helix, the steel remaining a
permanent magnet but the soft iron
being a magnet only during the passage of the current, or as it is called a temporary magnet. In 1831
Farady discovered that an electric
current can be induced into a conductor forming a closed circuit by
moving a magnet in close proximity
to it. This was one of the most
important discoveries made up to
this time, as it lead to the invention
of the dynamo. The simplest form
of dynamo being a piece of soft iron
with the poles of a horseshoe magnet moving over one end of it in
close proximity to the iron In
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1833 Pixii invented his little magnetoelectric machine, which has
since received improvements from
the hands of Saxton and Clarke.
Since then, improved machines of
this kind have been invented by
Siemens, Wilde, and others,. In
1867, Siemens and Wheatstone invented what might be called the
first dynamo. They took advantage of the fact that iron when magnetised, contains a little residual
magnetism. This residual magnetism was manipulated to excite the generator, and thus the exciting machine was dispensed with.
Among the numerous kinds of dynamos we might mention the Gramme, the Edison, the Gordon and the
Westinghouse.
These are both
direct and alternating current
dynamos. The current is made to
flow in the same direction by means
of insulated segments called a commutator. In 1870 Gramme improved the commutator by using
four instead of two segments. As
the currents reverses at each half
revolution, a commutator having
but two segments produces an intermittent current. If, however,
the commutator has four segments
the brushes are brought in contact
with two of the segments at each
quarter revolution, and as each
brush makes contact with the approaching segment before breaking
contact with the receding segment
it bridges the intervening space
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and the current is continuous. This
is what the Gramme commutator
provides for. Just as a dynamo is
a machine for converting work into
electricity, so a motor is a machine
for converting electricity into work.
The principle of construction in all
motors consists in energizing electromagnates by a battery current,
and by their attraction and repulsion producing mechanical motion,
either rotary or oscillating. The rotary motors have a number of electromagnates rotating in close proximity to a number of stationary
electromagnates. The rotation is
produced by the attraction of each
amature in the same direction by
the opposite magnetism of a- stationary pole and its repulsion by the
like magnetism of the pole from
which it is receding, the polarity
being reversed at the instant of
closest proximity by means of a
commutator fixed on the rotary
shaft. It was not until 1873 that
it was discovered that dynamos
could be used as a motor. In thisyear Fontaine operated a Gramme
magneto electric machine, attached
to a pump, as a motor, by means of
a current from a dynamo. This led
to the discovery that a dynamo itself
could be used as a motor and could
be put in motion by a current from
another dynamo. Since then, motors operated by dynamos, have
been used for various purposes such
as running electric cars, machinery,

&c. In 1888, Nikola Tesla, that
most wonderful of modern electricians, discovered and operated the
alternating current motor. When
a student at the Polytechnic School
in Gratz, Austria, Nikola Tesla
was told by his professor of electricity, that a motor without a commutator was an impossibility. This
aroused in young Tesla such a spirit of contradiction that he set to
work to disprove the theory of his
professor and the result was his invention of his simple alternating
current motor in 1888. Before leaving the subject of dynamos and motors it might be well to describe the
transformer or converter on the alternating current dynamos. This
is simply an inverted induction-coil
especially constructed for this purpose. The primary coil consists of
fine wire which receives the high
potential current from the dynamo,
and the secondarj' coil, insulated
from the primary, consists of coarse
wire in which, on account of its low
resistance a large current is induced
and supplied to the lamps. Alternating current dynamos are now
employed especially for incadescent
lighting. The first arc light discovered was obtained by Sir Humphry Davy in 1813. He passed a
current from 2000 voltaic ce'ls
through two rods of wood carbon
placed so that their ends were in
contact, and after the current was
established he separated them
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slightly. In i872, Jablochkoff invented the first arc light that was
used for any practical purpose, but
did not take out a patent for his invention until 21st March, 1876.
The exhibition of the Gramme
magnetio-electric machine at the International Exhibition of I876 in
Philadelphia, may justly be regarded as the impetus that turned the
inventers to arc lighting. Jablochkoff did away entirely with the expensive regulating mechanism employed in earlier forms of lights,
by using two parallel rods of carbon
and keeping them at a constant distance ft om each other by means of
a strip of non-conducting material.
This invention created much excitement throughout the world and
was extensively introduced into
use; indeed it was an important feature of the Exposition at Paris in
1878' The same year it was employed for street lighting in the
Avenue de 1'Opera in Paris. At
first he employed a direct current,
but the rapid wasting away of
the positive carbon made this impracticable. This difficulty was
overcome by using the alternating
current. It was but a short time,
however, until the Jablochkoff candle was found vastly inferior to
many other lights. To mention all
these kinds of lights would fill our
space; however, it is worthy of
note to say that of all the forms of
lights tried, those in which the pos-

31

itive carbon was held vertically over
the negative and fed toward it by
means of gravitations were the ones
that proved fittest to survive, and
these are now extensively used over
the whole world. In all these
lamps, with the exception of the
lamp used with a projector in the
search light, the upper carbon alone
is fed. The devices for feeding this
carbon are numerous and of various forms, the Hefner von Alteneck's Regulator being probably
the simplest and best. The carbons
themselves were greatly improved
by an electric deposit on their surface of a coating of copper. Since
the arc light was peculiarly adapted to out-door or street lighting it
was necessary to have an all night
arc lamp. This was supplied by
the double pair carbon arc lamp, invented by Brush and almost universally employed in America. Although it is now nearly a hundred
years since it was first observed that
a metallic wire could be heated to
incadescence by passing an electric
current through it, yet, twenty
years ago the history of incadescent
lighting had scarcely begun. As
early as 1845 carbon was employed
in valcuo for an incadescent lamp,
but it was not until 1859 that the
subdivision of the battery current
for incadescent lighting had been
achieved, and not until 1871 that the
subdivision of the dynamo current
had been achieved for the same pur-
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pose. In 1871, IyOdyguine exhibited 200 incandescent lights in St.
Petersburg operated by one machine.
In 1875 Farmer operated 42 lamps
with one machine. These experiments attracted little attention and
were soon forgotten. It was not
until the latter part of 1879 that an
incandescent lamp possessing the
elements of commercial success was
completed by Mr. Edison, and in
the latter part of December of that
year an exhibition plant was started
in Menlo Park by which streets and
many buildings, including private
residences, were lighted. This was
the first example of house-to-house
lighting that approached the fulfillment of the conditions necessary to
commercial successs. At first the
filament used was platinum and also
iridium, but carbon was soon demonstrated to be superior, having a
resistance 250 times as great as platinum, being infusible at the highest temperature, and having much
greater illuminating power. But
carbon volatilizes at high temperatures in the presence of oxygen,
hence it became necessary to exclude the air and to enclose the carbon in a bulb in which a high vacaum was afterwards produced by a
mercury pump. The filament now
used is carbonized bamboo. We
find the first account of electric telegraph in Scot's magazine for 1753,
static electricity being used for the
transmission of signals. In 1774

Lesage constructed the first telegraph line at Geneva, employing
24 wires, each connected with a separate pith-ball electroscope, representing the letters of the alphabet.
Similar methods were employed by
Lomoua in 1787 and by Ronalds,
1816. Voltaic electricity was first
employed for telegraphing by Sommering in 1838, using 35 water voltameters, each connected by separate wires and giving separate signals. In 1820 Ampere proposed the
use of 24 galvanometer needles.
Schilling in 1832 and Weber and
Gauss, in 1835, employed a single
needle, indicating alphabetical signals by right and left deflections.
In 1837, Cooke and Wheatstone introduced the needle telegraph in
England. In 1831 our own Henry
transmitted signals by sound, and
in 1835 Morse invented a telegraph
operated in a similar manner in
which the signals were dots and
dashes made on a moving piece of
paper. Morse constructed the first
commercial telegraph line in the
United States, between Washington
and Baltimore, and sent the first
message over it May 27th, 1844.
Twenty-five years ago the only systems employed in this country were
the Morse, the House and Phelps
printing telegraph system, and some
unsuccessful chemical automatic
message systems
The highest
speed attainable then was from 20
to 40 words per minute. In Eng-
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land the Wheatstone system was
used and the speed reached from 80
to 100 words per minute. The duplex system was unknown, the Atlantic Cable was in its infancy. To
transmit more than one message at
a time was considered folly. Since
then the duplex and quadruplex or
multiplex systems have been perfected, cables are common occurrences, sending and receiving messages on moving trains is now possible. In 1868 there were about
120,000 miles of telegraph wire in
this country, now there are one and
a quarter million miles. Although
the electric telegraph has not made
as radid progress as some other
sister electrical branches, these figures show that it was not at a standstill. In 1874 there was no speaking telephone, and the idea was considered absurd and was received
with jeers. In 1875 its success was
assured and in 1876 an electrical
speaking telephone was in the
hands of the public. Today over
560,000 are in use in the country. The first line actually built
was about two miles long aud was
finished April 4, 1877. Since that .
time rapid strides have been made in
the progress of the telephone, and
today it is as easy to speak from
Boston to Chicago by means of
electricity as it was to speak two
miles in 1877. At present time
the telephone employs about 10,000

persons directly and a host of others indirectly. It is estimated that
650,000,000 conversations took
place by means of telephone in the
year 1893. Space will not permit
my giving even a brief history of
the development of electric traction,
suffice it to say that in a few years
long distance electric car lines will
be common and the safety so secure
that the "deadly trolly" will belong
to the forgotten past. I might make
short mention of the storage battery. This is not a storing up of electricity but an electric storing up of
energy. A cell consists of two
plates prepared by covering sheet
lead with a paste of red lead and
sulphuric acid, the coating being
held on the surface by a covering of
paper and the plates kept separate
by felt. Thus prepared, they are
placed in a glass jar in water acidulated with sulphuric acid and the
coating subjected to electrolysis
with alternation of current,by which
the red lead is changed into lead
dioxide and spongy lead, on each
plate respectively, and the cell is
ready for use. In using, the cell
is discharged and lead sulphate is
formed on both plates and recharging, again converts this lead sulphate in lead dioxide and spongy
lead. The progress of electricity
is wonderful in other directions. It
is spreading to the far East and is
extensively used in Japan and is
being used in China. Originally
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two wires were used in sending a
message, both by telegraph and telephone; now one wire is as efficient,
and the time may be near at hand
when no wire will be necessary.
The utilizing of water power instead of coal is another wonderful
advancement, and it will not be
long until the Cataract Company is
a success. If space permitted I
would describe some of the late experiments of Nikola Tesla to show
what may be expected from electricity in the next few years, but
it is sufficient to say that electricity
is in its infancy and that greater
progress will be made in the next
decade than in the last, and that the
time is near at hand when we can
heat and light our houses by electricity cheaper than by gas or coal.
Farady, Maxwell, Hertz, Tesla,
all will ever be remembered as great
factors in the progress of electricity.
Farady, first with his wonderful experiments that made possible so
much in the practical application of
electricity. Then Maxwell, who
drew his inspiration from the study
of Farady's works and gave us that
beautiful mathematical theory of
electricity that demonstrated all that
Farady had demonstrated by experiment and much more. Third
is Hertz, who, by his experiments
transformed the visions of Farady
and Maxwell into a physical fact.
All that was mortal of Hertz left

this world the ist day of January,
1894, and although his soul will
mingle with those of Farady and
Maxwell in the relms of bliss, his
name and fame will live as long as
the sun gives the earth her light
and makes this planet a fit habitation for man. Of the four, Tesla
alone is with us and although born
and educated in Europe he has cast
his lot with the progressive Americans. The appreciation he has already received on our shores has
bound him with a band of love to
our people. His researches are in
a new direction, high frequency
currents, his success is wonderful.
His knowledge of the subject would
seem to place him far beyond this
day and age, yet he is laboring diligently to give us more of his wonderful discoveries. That he promises to be the greatest electrician that
ever lived is fully written upon his
wonderful work.
But I must close, and, if I have
written anything that will give a
little light to some reader I will be
more than repaid for my humble
effort. Mistakes may be found in
this paper. These are partly due
to a lack of time and partly to my
meagre knowledge of this vast subject. It was with great reluctance
that I undertook this task and then
only at the earnest solicitation of
the Cadets.
G. B. M. ZERR.
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AN HALLUCINATION.
On an evening of May, I was sitting by my chamber window watching the most beautiful sunset it
has ever been the privilege of man
to witness. The lord of day arrayed in splendors too severe for
the gaze of man, sinking like a gigantic ball of fire into a bank of
golden fringed clouds in the
western horizon.
The vivid fire flashing out in luminous
rays, rivalling
the rainbow
that arches
the vaults of
heaven; the
fractured segments, c o nverging towards the
zenith where
the mighty
prince of day
retired to rest;
streams of
fire radiate outwards from an im- .,
mense spherical spot
until the whole heavens are enveloped.
I sat enthralled ; transfixed with
admiration ; how I crave the erudition of Demosthones ; the gracefulness of an Addison; the sublimity
of a Milton, or the epigrammatic
force of an Emerson with which to
describe this wonderful aurora.

While thus wrapt in meditation
I become oblivious to all external
surroundings, my book open in my
lap seems only a blurred thing.
My connections with the present
have been severed. Mounted upon
the back of a monstrous hypogriff, I hover
over the might y c li a s m
which separates present
from thepast.
On through
infinite space
the disprisoned m i n d
flies—scarcely able to
control the
unruly
charger ; as
we rush along
at a pace rivaling the winds—
I look down upon the great panorama of gliding
landscapes and seas;
are they not transceudently beautiful,
surpassing anything
ever witnessed by the Moravians.
Those Elysian moments can never
be erased from my memory.
There, lulled in its azure splendor,
lay a sea, clear as crystal, and pure
as beryl of Chrysoparsus, echoing
the small soft splash of Venetia oars.
Palaces, towers, temples and domes
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crowned with sparkling jewels.
What a brilliant victory act the
soul has gained over the moods of
tempestuous Nature. On through
the pomp and pride of ages we
rush ! Here sparkle the "Kohinoor
diamonds" that make kings proud,
there the precious stones that
adorned Persia, and flamed in
Babylonian processions.
Yonder glitter the magnificent
pearls and rubies that adorned the
person and sparkled in the' hair of
the beautiful Cleopatra.
Here are the reefs upon which
the Spanish Armal was wrecked:
"Shall we rest ?•" In the distance
stands Kenilworth castle, like the
giant which guards the Southern
land of hope. A feast is in progress,
shall we enter ? Sir Richard is entertaining Henry of Agincourt, and
his queen, Catharine. Never before
was there so much magnificence
displayed as is exhibited in this
guilded hall ; the walls are splendid
with costly tapestry, the lights of
chandeliers are reflected from scores
of precious stones, the songs of welcome are sung bj' a choir of lovely
girls dressed in robes of the finest
texture. The fires are fed with
cedar and perfumed wood, the wine
flows, that banquet board is spread
with delicate meats, choice fish,
exquisite birds and rare confections;
the plates are of solid gold sparkling with jewels. No sovereign
was ever more sumptuously enter-

tained. Henry is amazed. The
writer is unable to draw the faintest
conclusion, even conjecture ; as
Richard advances and places bonds
to the amount of ,£60,000 upon the
fire to make it more costly—I withdraw ; my hypogriff is getting restless, there stands the columns of
Copan, reflected against the Vulturmare stream. Sweet Pantarium—
now Padonia—with your edenic
foliage, your majestic palms enthroned its in the heart of Menkra,
odor, and sweet shrubs. Hold your
breath as we flit across the Pontine
marshes impregnated with plagues,
diseases and pestilence. Rome,
seven hilled Rome, how many are
the memories you awake, receive
as memory receives some almost forgotten dream. Above all brooded
the phantom of silence. Silence,
such as held earth enthralled when
it was naught but chaos. Tether
the steed to yon broken pillar, let
him graze upon the pomgranate
bush that rears its head where Nero
reigned," here were the tesselated
floors of the golden house, there
hung the jewel bedecked ivory
robe of the tyrant ; the Coloseum ;
the Arch of Titus ; the archives of
Heaven contain a record of murderous horrors committed in that great
arena. Comparable only with the
atrocities of Attila or Timar the
Tartar; its history is written in
blood and fire. Through the latter
passed the conqueror of Jerusalem,

the triumph of the defied invader ?
in the former fell the butchered
gladiators. Monuments of murder,
crime and atrocities ; the fountains
from which sprang the blatant caricature of the denizens of the realms
pandemonial
L,et us explore farther into the
recesses of ages. Rome is at the
height of her glory, henceforth she
is to be ruled with a rod of iron.
The dissentions of Pompey and
Crassus have ceased by Caesar, who
steps in between them, outwits them
both and becomes the head of the
first triumvirate. Having amicably
agreed to govern in copartnership,
Pompey chooses Spain, Crassus
chooses the rich and luxurious province of Asia, Caesar is allotted the
powerful warlike nations of Gaul,
yet unconquered.
Watch the result. Pompey basks
for a few months in the splendors
of Rome, his fame is trumpeted by
the eloquence of the justly celebrated orator of Rome, Cicero, Crassus is slain by the Parthians, Csesar
conquers Gaul in "one thousand
battles."
"Pompey cannot bear an equal,
Csesar, a superior. They become
jealous—they differ—they prepare
for war. The Senate, the nobility

of Rome, and the pride of Italy
side with Pompey.
Caesar relies wholly upon the
veterans with whom he conquered
the fierce tribes of Gaul. No civil
war ever surpassed this. Is it not
a melancholy spectacle to see beautiful Rome with her flying fountains bathed in rainbow light ; her
art literature and sculpture, given
up to sacrilege and blood—to see
that august and venerable republic
for ever abandoned to the evil
genius. Marius and Sylla bear no
comparison with Caesar at the head
of his host, and Pompey, who
could raise armies out of the earth
by the "stamp of his foot."
This great struggle is to be terminated at the battle of Pharsalia,
for ever rendered famous by the
great object for which it was fought;
the Roman empire is the prize.
The armies are the best the world
can afford, the forces draw nearer
together ; the mortal combat is
about to take place. Draw the
curtain, the world knows the result.
I awaken. What is the matter ?
A dream. An empyreal hallucination. A phantasmagoria.
D. P.
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First Cadet—" How do you spell coldslaw.
Cadet Starke—Koe-slaugh, derived from the Latin word Cauliflower.
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THE CAPTAIN'S DREAM.
' Twas after " taps, " the drummer's
quivering hand
Had rapped the signal out for " all to
bed,"
And in my room 'bout half undressed I
stood,
When toward the window 't chanced I
turned my head.
And glancing out into the silent niglit,
Across the campus to the outer road—
I saw a laughing, saucy face,
That smiled invitingly and one I strode.
I passed the sentry, standing half asleep,
And seen by none, I gained the outer wall.
Methought I looked about on every side,
Nor saw the laughing girl
Nor heard her call.
Wrapped in my cape, for lo, the night was chill,
With rapid steps I wended towards the town.
I saw that figure far away in front;
I thought I easily could run her down.
But in night's noontide mist she disappeared,
And turning back, toward home I bent my way.
It Hashed across my mind—" Suppose I'm caught,
What story can I tell, what can I say."
I'd hardly reached the outer corridor—
"Out after taps? What, Captain, do you mean?"
Spoke out a well known voice. " You've no excuse !"
" Back to the rauks." I woke ; it was a dream.
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FINAL BALL.
O U 1' C11 8-

tomary final
ball, w h i eh
took place upon the night
of May the
28th, was a
scene of beauty and gayety,
and a brilliant
and delightful
success.
Without a
doubt the ball
given by the
»• rad u a tinyclass of 1894 was an event which
will be remembered pleasantly by
the diie of Staunton society. Beauty
and chivalry together whirled in the
fantastic maz< s of waltz and galop
upon the glistening floor.
The music, such as only Staunton
can furnish, was rendered by the orchestra of that old and well known
organization, the Stonewall Brigade
Band. Their musical excellence is
too well known to say that they
played otherwise than well. The
Armory was decorated most lavishly
with red, white and blue bunting,
mingled here and therewith festoons
of evergreen, which gave it a cool
and attractive appearance.
The
many gas jets threw their light upon
the scene of merriment below
and far back at the end of the
hall were placed in evergreen /''/
the words : "The Class of '94."

The floor, which has always been
good, was at its best—not a rough or
sticky place. In fact it was all that
could be desired.
As a matter of course the fair
Staunton girls were looking their
lovliest, and their dancing was as
usual perfect. A number of the
seminary girls were present and
danced as only seminary girls can.
Besides the cadets, who never presented a finer appearance, a number
of Stauntoii's best known society
men were present.
H. C. Roller, '94, Virginia, president; M. Dinklespiel,'94, Louisiana, chairman of invitation committee ; C. W. Starck, '94, Texas, chairman of reception committee; F. L.
McCaleb, '94, Louisiana, chairman
of arrangement committee.
Chaperones: Mrs. S. E. Welch,
South Carolina ; Mrs. H. T. Peek,
Virginia; Mrs. John G. Winter,
Texas; Mrs. A. J. Dabney, Virginia- Mrs. M. J. Starck, Texas ; Mrs.
S. D. Timberlake, Virginia; Mrs.
W. S. Burke, Virginia ; Mrs. C. R.
.
Roller, Virginia.
|\ -
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ADET LIFE AT THE S. M. A.
Some degree of delicacy must accompany an offer to draw aside the
veil which more or less closely curtains a cadet from the public gaze,
the mutual relation of military
academy and cadet and the connection of both to the world. The motive for doing so is two-fold; to discover to patrons the working of an
institution in which they are deeply
concerned and to gratify the very
natural curiosity felt by many who
wonder if the life of a cadet is always as upright as his carriage,
when they see him in the glory of
metallic buttons and chevrouic cloth
of gold.
The embryo soldier invariably
has preconceived ideas of what a
military school is like, but these he
usually finds are erroneous when
the reality presents itself before
him. He is a stranger in a strange
laud and scarce a familiar face appears amidst the crowd of life swelling before him. The absorbing
thought is the new life upon which
he is entering. And yet, with all
the awkwardness of his position a
lesson is impressed upon him in that
first day of cadet life which he never forgets but which every subsequent year tends to strengthen and
confirm. That lesson is the con-

sciousness of personal responsibility
in all its weight, which finds no relief from any adventitions circumstances of birth, state or association.
Whatever has to be done is to be
done by himself and for himself.
Whatever has to be endured is to
be endured by himself and for himself. There is no discharge in this
war of life, but in personal individual self, meeting each new responsibility.
The advantages of wealth or
family are nullified, not especially
for the benefit of the many but foi
the ultimate good of the one. Ever}' prop is wrested from him but
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that which supports his own merits
—his personal, individual action
and desert.
This then is the lesson first impressed upon a young man on his
entrance upon military life as a cadet—daily renewed as that life progresses and still before him in living
force and power when, cadet days
ended, he begins that battle for
which he is well prepared if it be a
survival of the fittest.
The system of instruction at the
S. M. A. happily conspires to help
him in this work, not by diminishing his responsibility but by defining and enforcing it, and this makes
it necessary that I should enter into
some explanation of the main features that characterize its government.
The security which a young man
enjoys at home, results in a great
degree from the fact that his parents
control his liberty by exercising
their own judgment over his entire
conduct. They keep supervision
over his deeds, his associations, his
amusements, his indulgences, his
studies and his duties.
The school to be parental, must
exercise a like control and the young
man at school needs it the more because of the danger resulting from
the waywardness and want of judgment which characterizes him at
this age.
So we see, the control of the principal must be thorough. Again,
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the authority of the parent is not
only thorough but it is absolute,
and the authority of the school
which takes the place of the parent
must be absolute also. It is enough
for a child at home to know what a
parent commands, and it should be
enough for the young man at school
to know the law which governs it,
to decide at once his compliance
with it.
And finally, since the parent's
teaching looks to a duty founded
upon obligation to God and to his
will, the teacher's voice must give
no uncertain sound; but he must by
precept and example, hold up the
Word of L,ife so that the perfect
man may be found upon the model
of the Christian gentleman.
If the government then must be
thorough, absolute and Christian to
secixre the purposes of a good school,
let us see how far the government
of the Staunton Military Academy
corresponds to these general principles.
In common with other schools
with a military department, one of
the chief peculiarities, and I may
say excellencies of this institution,
consists in the complete supervision
which it exercises over every part
of a cadets life. His course of
study is marked out to him and not
left to his own caprice and unmatured judgment.
His hours of
study, of recreation and of sleep are
prescribed for him with due regard
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to health. His food and raiment,
his personal order as well as deportment are made the subjects of special direction and control. The points
to which a parent's care are directed at home and from the neglect of
which, when at school, extravagance and ill manners result, are
provided for here, so that everything
that may conduce to comfort, economy and the deportment becoming
gentlemen claims the consideration
of the authority governing the S.
M. A. Our first proposition then
is tested and not found wanting—
the control is thorough—and not
only thorough but absolute, all military government must be. Indeed,
we can form no idea of any well
regulated school government for the
young that is not or ought not be
absolute. The principle of subordination commencing in the domestic circle, should exist until the
young man has acquired the age,
experience and wisdom to take care
of himself; and then he goes into
the world the better fitted to make
a good citizen from the very fact
that he has been tauaht the duty of
obedience. In its Christian influence the duty of attendance upon
the public preaching of the Word
of God, respect for Him and for
His day are imperatively enjoined
while all the moral appliances which
may be brought to bear upon the
young are made use of.

Our control is, then thorough,
absolute and Christian.
Let me now apply these general
principles to the practical details of
a cadet's daily life that you may
see in what way the rule of individual accountability and responsibility permeates every portion of
the life. Each cadet is allowed to
make selection of his own associates as his room-mates. The choice
is most properly left here; and
though this liberty might, in many
cases be most happily controlled to
the cadet's advantage, this could
not be done without a violation of
the general principles which regulate all private and social relations.
But the associate of a room once
formed, the room is at once organized into a military command, of
which "the orderly," taken by turns
tor a week, is the Captain, and
upon him rests the responsibility for
the due order and police of the room
as prescribed by regulation.
The subdivision of the cadet's
barracks, embracing a number of
rooms, is under the charge of an
"Officer of Division" who is also a
cadet chosen from the senior class,
upon him rests the responsibility of
seeing that the orderly faithfully
discharge their duties. He is subordinate to the "officers of the Day"
who, in turn, is responsible to the
"Commandant of Cadets" to whom
is assigned the command of the
corps of cadets and who in the ex-
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ercise of his responsibility has these
successive guards of officers to carry out h'is orders and to enforce the
regulations. He in turn is responsible to the principal as the supreme
head of the school and authority.
A like distinction of duties attaches to the details of sentinels.
The corporal, his "Relief," the officer of the day, his "guard detail"
are all responsible in their graduated scale to the commandant and
thence to the- principal. In the arrangement for meals a like order
prevails. The cadets attend a general mess under command of the
senior cadet Captain. The entire
corps being subdivided into sections
under charge of cadet captains and
lieutenants.
In general, the seat at the head
of the table is regarded as ranking
highest and from thence to the middle, beginning on the right.
The sick are not left to care for
themselves. Infirmary facilities are
provided under charge of a surgeon
with the necessary arrangements for
nurses. The sick report to the surgeon at prescribed hours. He examines their cases, prescribes for
them and directs the duty from
which they are to be excused from
on account of sickness.
And finally, for the sacred duties
of public worship, which all are required to acknowledge. The cadets, except those especially excused, are marched by company in
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charge of their respective Captains
to the churches of the various denominations by turns, and in the
house of God the like responsibility
attached for orders in the ordinary
parade of battalion.
While the specific rules prescribe
the duties of cadets in the various
organized forms to which I have referred, the vigilant care of the Academy is not" withdrawn from the cadet, when detached from them well
defined limits are prescribed within
which the liberty of the cadet is
confined. He cannot, without incurring penalty, visit a friend in an
adjoining room during study hours,
for though he maj' be willing
to idle his own time he .has no
just right to trespass upon the time
of others, which is, or ought to be,
devoted to study.
He cannot go beyond the limits
of the Academy at any time without authority-a restraint wisely imposed in all military schools for the
purpose of meeting the responsibilty which is assumed in the care of
the young.
Absence from quarters during
study hours or absence at night at
all without permission, brings upon
the delinquent the severest discipline of the Academy. Disorderly
or boisterous conduct is interdicted.
It is right to afford every facility for
athletic and manly amusement to
young men and to cultivate all those
sports which, while they promot
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the healthful development of the
physical powers, give the required
relief from the severity of close
study. On the other hand, the
courtesy becoming gentlemen is required of all, and if these rules define our position to each other, surely that government of the young
men would be defective which would
overlook the duties we owe to Him
who has the Supreme authority
over all.
We have seen that the requisites
of a good school are thorough, absolute and Christian control of the

pupils and that these three are possessed in an eminent decree by the
Staunton Military Academy. We
have gone further and demonstrated
by practical illustration that the
three are enforced daily in the routine of the cadet's life.
We stop here, not that much
more may not be written in the
same vein, but because the claims
of the school are manifest to that
class of intelligent patronage to
which it caters.
JAMES I. STEPHENS.

®®®®®®<sxs>

Horace, Book 1—Ode XXXVIII.
O, boy ; a Persian feast I hate;
Nor am I pleased with woven crowns;
Cut not the roses lingering late
On meadow or on wintry downs.
Bring simple myrtle, this shall be
All I wish for you or me.
Let myrtle be your choice and mine
As I drink beneath the arching vino.

S. M. A. '94.

®®®®®®®®

" I Waut a Situation " would be a imre appropriate tuna for Coxey's
army than "Dixie" or "Yankee Doodle."
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PROPHECY OF THE CLASS OF '94.
L,adies and Gentlemen, honorable members of the faculty and last but
not least, my fellow cadets.
" And thus the seer,
With vision clear,
Sees forms appear and disappear,
In perpetual rounds of strange mysterious change. "

hat has been the past of this class the historian
has given ; the present, our presentation orator has
illustrated. The program yet promises a glimpse
into the future. Permit me to open that window
through which this glimpse must be directed. Dispensing with the customary allusion to the prophet
in his own land and without giving in minute detail
that conventional yet over strange, mysterious precepts by which all events of yet to come are made
to
spread
out
in
vivid
panorama,
the
prophet will tell you of those futures of the
class of ninety-four, as predicted by the horoscope.
In the bright blue heavens was mapped out the destiny of each. A vision
rose before me of our ex-Captain Emmons Spear Welch in a small town in
the southern part ot South Carolina. There he stood robed in a costume
of an Apostle of Christ with his band of listeners giving him the greatest encouragement by the devoted attention and the interest which they
manifested in him. His face had the same stern look then while pointing
out to them their many faults, telling them their duty and the rich reward of true soldiers of the Cross, as it had when leading the squad of 12,
while practicing for the competitive drill. In appearance, he had changed
but slightly. Upon his face were visible lines caused by care and study,
and he had become somewhat stouter since leaving school. The advantage which military training had given had had its desired effect.
We have seen him in the outside world. Now take a brief glance at his
home life. You will find him sitting in his study puzzling over a Greek
translation all alone, for he is an old bachelor, as he never overcame the
little disappointment that he received from a coquettish maid, while in
Staunton.
Next appears before me the great broad plains of Texas, and an old fashioned mansion in a group of shade trees, inclosed with a rough and ragged stone
fence, seen only in the southern part of the State. As a whole it represents a
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beautiful Southern home, full of joy
and prosperity. Off to the right of
the mansion, about a quarter of a
mile or so, is a vast herd of cattle
grazing on the fresh llano grass,
which nature has so abundantly
put within their reach.
There was Charlie Starck upon a
fine chestnut sorrel, directing the
cow-boys in their work of managing
the herd, for he is owner of this
magnificent ranch. Although out
of practice (as he never accustomed
himself to it) he could with ease
throw the lasso and with such accuracy that the wildest steer would be
brought upon his knees in the humblest submission. But take a closer
study of him and you will see that
time has wrought a great change.
The few scattered hairs on his upper
lip, that he had trained and coaxed
along so tenderly while at school,
have grown to be a thick mustache,
which with his rather dark complexion, gave him the appearance of a
southern ranchman.
Gradually this image fades away
and another takes its place, indistinctly at first but finally appears
the form and features of Browning,
who aspires to be the successful
candidate for vice-president when
Dinkey is elected president on a
JMational Prohibition Temperance
ticket. Browning claims, you remember, to be the father of the
recent temperance movement in
college and I guess he was. He

had a right to be anyhow. But
speaking of high aspirations,
Pearce is miles higher in that direction than any one else. Why in
his chapel stage speech Browning
mapped out his own future. These
were the last words of his eloquent,
concluding climax, "Let other men
handle dusty tombs of dry boned
law and theology, but as for me let
me be a "healer."
Again I look and there in all his
glory is McCaleb as an actor. He
went into the theatrical business
and just coined money as a song
and dance variety artist. I am
sure that you will be pained to
learn that he showed his entire devotion to the stage by eloping with
the star in his company. But he
gave promise of this wayward
course when he plucked up courage
to present that bouquet of arbutus to
a certain young lady here in town
the other day. That was a neat
speech he made, too, in reply to her
flattering exclamation "What adelicate shade of pink —Oh,how beautiful they are, Mr. McCaleb." You
know what you said then you old
deceiver and I am going to give
you away. "Yes, they are beautiful and just the color of your
cheeks, you know."
A mist overspread this, and then
the light veil was drawn aside and
Dinkelspiel or rather "Dinkey" as
he was called on account of his
name being as long as he was
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broad, is presented before us, a
justice of the peace, sitting in his
large arm chair with face as stern
as if he had lost his last friend. (I
mean his last dollar), judging a big
black "nigger" who had been
caught stealing chickens out of one
of his neighbor's coops. At first it
was hard for me to realize that my
old room-mate had ever become
what he was, for he was always unjust to me whenever we had the
good luck to have any thing to eat,
because he would try to get the largest portion, although I was up in
that art as well as he. After he had
examined the prisoner he said
"Major" (as he always called me)
"What do you think ought to be
done with him ?'' I asked him if he
remembered the days when we
used to go chicken stealing
ourselves at the S. M. A. and
to recall his thoughts as to what
should have been done with us.
He followed my advice and reprimanded the black fellow very severely, but advised him, speaking
from experience, that when he
stole poultry to steal hens and not
roosters as they were too tough to
eat.
The sixth scene shifts into the
lean and slippered pantaloon, with
pouch on side, spectacle on nose
and dynamo on brain. This rather
eccentric, but learned individual is
John G. Winter, of Texas, better
known
when
at
school as
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"Lengthy." When a boy he would
always take a different view of
things from others, and took a
special interest in studying out some
new invention on electricity. More
than once have I heard the boys
tell him that he would be killed by '
fooling with so dangerous a thing.
After leaving the S. M. A. he went
to Cornell to gratify his high ambition. There he graduated with the
highest honors. Step by step he had
risen until he reached the distinguished position as President of the
Westing-house Electrical Co.—
When we see the new experiments
that have been applied to electricity
to make it useful in almost every
way, and as its shining rays fall
upon us, it brings to our memory
the bright intellect of him who discovered them. Strange to say he
had married. His better half was
the Baldwin girl who sat by him in
church and smiled so sweetly that
she completely won John's heart.
The seventh scene reveals to us a
laboratory, in which, working with
a blow-pipe, is our friend, "Judge"
Roller. He is a chemist and is now
working upon that which had puzzled the scientists for many years.
It was the reduction of alluminum
from clay. His eyes grow suddenly
bright, and with a shout he throws
the substance into a beaker of water
near by. His fortune is made and
all his hopes are realized, and the
world pays homage and respect to
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the great American chemist.—
When he left the old S. M. A. he
had resolved to be a doctor and
went to the University of Virginia
to study medicine. As chemistry
was in the course he took it up, and
finally dropping his profession he
applied himself to the latter. Little
by little he climbed the ladder of
fame, first as a sub of chemistry
and then a professor and at last a
professional chemist, He was working upon a theory of his own when
the scene opens. Now Skeeter, I
know that you intend to be a
chemist, but the stars say that you
are to be a preacher, so it won't do
to get angry over Judge's victory.
He had grown fatter and rounder
as he moved about his large laboratory well equipped with modern appliances. It seemed as though Bunson, Tyndall or Sir Humphrey Davie had come to life again, to astonish the world with their miraculous inventions and discoveries.
The last character that is presented before us is that of Gabriel
Jordan Winter, standing in the
chamber of the House of Representatives, with his long black hair
waving over his shoulders, and eyes
sparkling as il to express their
meaning, delivering one of the
greatest speeches, before perhaps
one of the largest audiences that it
had ever had.
It was not
on that worn out and sickening
subject "Tariff," but a law that he

had framed, beneficial not only for
his State, but for the good of the
whole nation. The good judgment
with which he brought forth many
a fine point and the manner in
which he rated it could be surpassed by none. In Congress, as at
school he was chosen as a leader
and taken for an example. After
leaving the S. M. A. he went to the
University of Texas and took a full
degree in law. It was not long before he followed out his desire to
become a distinguished man, for
like Gladstone had three chief aims
in life. The first two he mastered
with little or no difficulty but the
last he never attained for in his
case the proverb ' 'Out of sight out
of mind" held true. During his
absence another had won the girl
whom he thought true and although
far away in the south, he had
mapped out such a happy future
only to be blighted like a bright
summer flower by the scorching
sun.
One more scene, my friends, and
I have finished. Thirty years have
passed to-day since our graduation
week with its customary festivities
had come ; the same old bald-head
jokes were cracked around the same
old armory, and a patient, longsuffering, audience had
again
laughed with good natured courtesy. It was nearly the same drama
that we are this day enacting ; only
strange faces filled the stage and
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strange forms filled the seats of the
ampitheatre. But there was something that interests us especially.
It was then that the class of '"94"
gathered in reunion. We wander
once again beneath these trees with
their beautiful growth.
Once more the college cheer
bursts from our throats, not so loud
and 'strong as today perhaps, but
none the less patriotic. Again we
visit the recitation rooms, where
we had so often flunked and tore ;
and the barracks that had been
our dwelling place for four year of
our cadet life.
All this seemed familiar, but there was much more
that made that the old S. M. A.
strange to us and we as strangers to
it. The institution had grown and
expanded out of our knowledge and
expectations.
Nowhere could we
find which in our memories we
knew had left behind. There was
something of Adam Bede's sadness
at finding not trace of the first battles we had fought, no matter
whether lost or won, and at seeing
ourselves forgotten, we shed tears of
sorrows. That night the class had
its supper. Oh ! how plainly do I
see it all! The boys— old boys now,
lined the table sides. What changes
those thirty years had wrought.
There were some, that did not
answer to the roll call; but who can
tell, perhaps that call was heard
at the last and most precious reunion above and perhaps the an-

49

swer given was only dying into
echo with the solemn thought and
pious hush that fell upon us.
For
after all
"Between two worlds
Life hangs like a star."

Some have become eminent, some
distinguished but more had stood
manfully and honored in the ranks
of mediocrity, and had changed
some for the better and some for
the worse. There were faces all up
and down that table that showed
the scars of life's reality. Faces
furrowed with perplexity and sorrow ; faces stamped with the unmistakable fiat of success ; faces
wearing indelible marks of disappointment. But that night the
scars and wrinkles of exhausting
care seemed softened and less distinct. Every face was illuminated
with a joyousness it had not known
for many years. It was then we
appreciated, as we never had before
what Dr. Holmes meant when he
wrote for just such an occasion as
this. "Hang the almanacs and
cheat the catalogues spite. Old
time is a liar. We are eighteen tonight. What! greyheads at eighteen ? Yes; which if you please;
where the snowflakes fa 1 thickest
there nothing can freeze.''
Yes, the cynics of today who
scoff at the idea of sadness in parting, terming all this a growth of
cheap shallow sentimentalism, sat
at the table and with bowed head,
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they then and there gave up, forever their timorous-like meaning
and confessed that whatever else
their Alma-Mater bestowed, she
had given the warmest dearest
friends and the fondest recollections,
time has yet brought them. The
parting of that day, after having
lived over again the scene of a
happy and well spent youth in the

years at our Alma-Mater was the
saddest that we have yet felt. Our
prayer as we separated, the most of
us never to meet again, was the
prayer of the haunted man in Dickens Christmas Story.
"May God keep the memories of
my boyhood green."
G. R. DORSEY.

Sxsxs)®®®®®

THE BARRACKS ABLAZE.
On November 30th, the alarm of
fire was sounded from box 42, due
to a blaze in the barracks, which
might have proved serious. The
fire was discovered in the south end
of the hall that runs through the
building and on the second floor.
It is supposed to have originated
from the explosion of a lamp in one
of the cadet's rooms, and had gotten
some headway before discovered.
The fire department responded
promptly to the call, and soon had
a section of hose carried up the
steep incline, on the summit of
which the large structure stands.
The fire at first seemed to be a small
affair, being confined to one room,
but it was difficult to get to. Ladders were hoisted to the windows
on the west side, from which the
b'aze was fought. By this time the

fire had gotten through the ceiling
to the floor above and was burning
between them. It seemed as if the
whole building would be destroyed,
owing to the weak stream of water
from the hose, this beins caused by
the steep hill which very much
weakened the stream.
A great deal of excitement was
manifested, especially by the Cadets, who were anxious about their
trunks and other effects. In attempting to get at their property
several of the Cadets were partially
suffocated and fainted on reaching
the open ail. Physicians were summoned and their consciousness soon
regained. No one was seriously
hurt.
The loss, including damage to
building and the boys' property,
amounted to $300 or $400.

1

51

THE CADET.

Program of the Finals,
-mm

*——*
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May 27th.
11 A. M., Baccalaureate Sermon.

May 28tti.
10 A. M., Address before the Corps.
May 28th.
10 P. M., Final Ball.

May 29th.
11 A. M., Closing Exercises
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glass of '94.
»>»

«<«

E. S.

CAPT.

WELCH,

LIEUT. JOHN

P. S., S. P.

G.

S. C, President.

WINTER,

BROWNING,

A. P. S., G. R.

Va., Historian.

DORSEY,

Va., Prophet.

CAPT. GABRIEL WINTER,
LIEUT.

F. L.

LIEUT.

C. W.

H. C.
M.

WOCALEB,
STARCK,

ROLLER,

Tex., Salutatorian.

Tex., Valedictorian.
La.

Tex.

Virginia.

DINKLESPIEL,

La.
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AN AWKWARD SOUAD.

fMk^Mn.
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WIT AND HUMOR.
First Cadet—"Say, is Ayres a
Hall man."
Second Cadet—"Yes, a ;«m-hall
man."
"I can't find that 'spring' to save
my life," remarked the "rat" as he
felt the lower part of his trowser
leg.

Love's young dream—-'marriage.
A

foul (fowl) ball — a turkey

hop.
A fair (fare) ball (bawl) —a conductor's salutation.
What is the difference between
Cadet West and President Cleveland ? 286 pounds and § ounces.

Who is afraid to smoke for fear of
stunting his growth ? Long John
Winter of electric fame.

Doing a driving business.
Stauntou Street Car Co.

Who is it that leaps over difficulties ? McCaleb, when he breaks a
wedge.

Who caught a cold during our
last snow ? Everybody who did'nt
have one.

The
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What's the difference between
Captain Stephens and Cadet Garig ?
One knows all and the other's all
nose.
Why is an old maid like a Latin
verb of the third conjugation ? Because for her there is no "bo"
(beau) in the future.
Won by a foul (fowl)—When the
chicken beat Ryan to the fence.

Why are Townsend's jokes like
a razor's edge ? Sharp but thin.
Who is always preaching about
everlasting life?
John Winter
with his dy-no-mo.
"That's the most all fired thing I
ever saw!" said a Cadet as he
watched the burning barracks.
A tale of one city—Towns-end.

®®®®®®®®

TELESCOPE AND KODAK.
Recently, by the combination of a telescope and kodak, a contrivance has
been made in our school by which good photographs may be taken a great
way off. A house distant a mile and a half is represented in the picture as
large as one two hundred and fifty feet off. A cabinet size portrait with the
camera one hundred feet away can be taken. The face of a well-known person is recognizable at two hundred yards, when with the camera alone his
whole body is almost invisible.

®®®®®®®®

Those desiring extra copies of
the 3rd of June, 1894.
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will apply for them before

EMMONS S. WELCH,
Business Manager CADET, S. M. A.

THE CADET.

55

ABOUT BARRACKS.

Capt. Stephens—"Why are trees
tapped for their sap in the autumn ?;"
Cadet Dinky—"Because they
blossom at that time."

Cadet Coleman says that the
"rein" of Elizabeth is one of the
brightest in history.

Cadet L,ang desires to know how
many persons are in our vocal
quartette.

Cadet Dorsey says that if he
should swallow a diamond he'd
take an "epidemic" to bring it to
light.

Cadet Hooff—''What day of the
week does Eas'.er Sunday come on
next year?"
The Methodist girls are a levelheaded crowd.
Cadet Meyer reciting— "Professor, what is a imrsery-man ?"
Cadet M.—"O le who has charge
of babies."
Since Cadet Howard has been
studying English Literature he
has developed a peculiar fondness
for "Irvine."
As it nears the close of school
Cadet Browning would like very
much to visit his Taylor.
A certain young Stauntonian
finds it hard to decide between a
handsome cadet and an intellectual
"sub."
Cadet Dinkelespiel has applied
for the division roadmaster-ship of
the C. & O.
/

Cadet M—"Captain, with what
will I dilute H20 ?"

Dame Rumor tells that a certain
bright-eyed teacher at one of our
seminaries is smitten by the Chesterfieldian air and auburn locks of..
Cadet McCaleb.
Why is it that Welch always
takes the back road to town.
We recommend that Cadet Ayres
be appointed "Corporal of the
Guard" for the ensuing year.
Cadet Stratton says that "we
raise 'em tall in Dallas."
Cadet Townsend sings the old
refrain : "Oh, how I want my
office back again."
We beg to suggest to the A. F.
S. Annual that they designate
which Winter is referred to in their
last issue.
Cadet Ayres says that Pearl is
the most beautiful of all jewels.
Cadet Yesner aspires to be a
second Vidocq.
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Cadet, (looking over A. F. S.
Annual)—"Do those girls mean to
say that Columbus did not come
over with the Pilgrims?"
Cadet McK.—"Say, boys, I've
been thinking—the doctors say
there is no possible hope for recovery.
Winter, G., reads the poems of
Goethe (Gertie) with great interest.

Cadet Townsend—"Say ; what
are those bells on the foils used
for."
"Dinkey" says that the Gulf
Stream is a river in the Gulf of
Mexico.
Townsend says that cake is not
half so sweet as Graham-bread.
Why?
We have heard that the reason
Gabe likes Hamlet is because Gertrude is one of the characters.
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